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DECEMBER II, 1972 DELIVER 0700, DECEMBER 12, 1972 
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FROM: GENERAL HAIG * , 
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TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER 

CITE: WHS2268 * 

AS DR, KISSINGER ADVISED YOU EARLIER, SHOULD A SETTLEMENT 

• • ' 
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BE ARRIVED AT ON TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY, THE PRESIDENT PLANS TO 
DISPATCH THE VICE PRESIDENT AND ME TO SAIGON TO INFORM PRESIDENT 
THIEU OFFICIALLY OF PRESIDENT NIXON’S DECISION TO PROCEED WITH 
THE AGREEMENT WITH OR WITHOUT PRESIDENT THIEtf AND TO, OF COURSE, 
URGE PRESIDENT THIEU TO JOIN WITH US. IF THE AGREEMENT IS ARRIVED 
AT ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, PARIS TIME, THE VICE PRESIDENT AND 

ft 

I WOULD DEPART WASHINGTON AT 8:00 P.M., DECEMBER 12 WASHINGTON 

m 

TIME, WITH THE VIEW TOWARD ARRIVING IN SAIGON ON THE MORNING OF 
THE 14TH, WE WOULD DEPART SAIGON THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

IN DISCUSSING THIS GAMEPLAN WITH CHARLIE WHITEHOUSE, CHARLIE 
STATED THAT HE JUDGED THIS TO BE THE WRONG COURSE OF ACTION. HE 

a 

STATED THAT THE USE OF SUCH A HIGH-LEVEL PRESIDENTIAL EMISSARY 
AS THE VICE PRESIDENT WOULD BE PROMPTLY INTERPRETED ABROAD AND 
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HI SOUTH VIETNAM AS-A MASSIVE U.S. PRESSURE PLAY ON THIEU WHICH 
WOULD MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT RATHER THAN EASIER FOR THIEU TO 

ACCEPT THE AGREEMENT, CHARLIE BELIEVES IT WOULD BE FAR BETTER 

• • 

FDR ME TO PROCEED ALONE TO SAIGON FOLLOWING THE NORMAL PATTERN 
THAT WE HAVE PURSUED THUS FAR OR, BARRING THAT, TO HAVE YOU ALONE 
INFORM THIEU OF OUR DECISION TO- PROCEED WITH THE AGREEMENT, WHEN 
I INFORMED HENRY OF CHARLIE’S CONCERNS, WHICH I SHARE TO SOME 
DEGREE, HE ASKED THAT I CABLE YOU IMMEDIATELY TO GET YOUR PERSONAL 
VIEW ON THE BEST ALTERNATIVE. 

AS A RELATED MATTER, I ALSO POINTED OUT TO HENRY THAT THE TIMING 
OF THE VICE PRESIDENT’S TRIP, SHOULD WE DECIDE TO PROCEEED, 

WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT SINCE IF AN AGREEMENT IS ARRIVED AT 
AT TUESDAY’S SESSION, WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO NOTIFY YOU OF THIS 
FACT UNTIL 1*00 OR 2*00 A ,M. WEDNESDAY MORNING SAIGON TIME 
AND THAT YOU THEREFORE COULD NOT ADVISE THIEU OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
VISIT UNTIL 8*30 OR 9:00 A.M, SAIGON TIME ON WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

I EMPHASIZED THAT IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT AND I 
NOT DEPART WASHINGTON UNTIL THIEU HAS BEEN INFORMED AND UNTIL 
H£ IS IN AGREEMENT WITH THE VISIT. BASED ON THIS TIMING PROBLEM, 

ER. KISSINGER SUGGESTS THAT YOU MAY WISH TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE WITH 
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THIEU DURING YOUR -MEETING WITH HIM ON TUESDAY MORNING, PROVIDED 

« 

YOU CAN DO SO IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT GENERATE A TOTALLY NEGATIVE 
RESPONSE AND IN A WAY THAT WILL NOT TEND TO LOCK THIEU INTO A 
TOTALLY NEGATIVE POSITION BEFORE THE AGREEMENT IS EVEN ARRIVED AT, 

I • 

IENRY SAID YOU SHOULD USE YOUR BEST JUDGMENT ON WHETHER OR NOT TO 
RAISE THIS ISSUE WITH THIEU. IF YOU DECIDE TO DO SO HOWEVER, 

YOU MIGHT ASK' HIM WHETHER OR NOT -- UNDER THE ASSUMPTION AN AGREE- 
HINT IS ARRIVED AT -- HE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE (A) THE VICE PRESIDENT 


AND HAIG INFORM HIM, <B> HAIG ALONE, OR (C) DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH 
YOU ALONE. 

HEW*Y WOILD LIKE VERY MUCH TO HAVE YOUR PERSONAL JUDGMENT ON 

THE BEST MANNER IN WHICH TO PROCEED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND BEFORE 

« 

YOU SEE THIEU. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE YOUR ADVICE ON HOW YOU PLAN TO 
HANDLE THE DISCUSSION WITH THIEU ON THIS ISSUE, KEEPING IN MIND 



THAT IT WOULD BE MOST DIFFICULT TO FACE THE PROSPECT OF DEPARTING 


HERE WITH OR WITHOUT THE VICE PRESIDENT IF THIEU HAD NOT BEEN 
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INFORMED OR WAS NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH THE VISIT. HOWEVER, HENRY 
WANTS YOU TO KNOW THAT IF YOU CONSIDER EVEN RAISING THE ISSUE WITH 
THIEU WILL BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE, YOU SHOULD NOT DO SO, AND WE’LL 

JUST HAVE TO RISK THE AFFRONT TO HIS PROTOCOL SENSITIVITIES. 

WARM REGARDS. 

w _ 
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